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Marquette’s 
Markus 
Howard drives 
against 
Wisconsin’s 
Ethan Happ. 
Mary 
Langenfeld-USA 
TODAY Sports 
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Golden Eagles bury Badgers 
with three-point barrage 
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BURNED | A JOURNAL SENTINEL WATCHDOG REPORT 


Conditions were scary, dangerous in Wisconsin 
barrel plants, say employees hurt on the job 


Phillip Leitze, who worked at Mid-America Drum in St. Francis, said he endured dangerous working 


conditions at the plant. RICK WOOD / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


Workers expose 
depth of danger 


John Diedrich and Raquel Rutledge 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


For most of three years, Phillip Leitze stripped used 55-gallon chem- 
ical barrels to get them down to bare metal and ready for a fresh coat of 
paint. 

It was dirty, dangerous work, but Leitze was glad to have the job at 
Mid-America Steel Drum in St. Francis — at least at first. 

Each day, Leitze put on two extra layers of clothes. The machine he 
operated blasted tiny metal balls of “shot” that would ricochet back as if 
he was facing a hail storm. He wore the extra clothing to protect himself 
even when temperatures soared into the 90s. 

As he sandblasted the barrels, metal shavings would spray back up at 
him. 

“I had on a long plastic mask,” he said, “but they were hitting every- 
where, bouncing up under my shield.” 

Into his eyes. 

When his shift was over, Leitze would take a magnetized piece of 


See CONDITIONS, Page 5A 


“I knew what was 
going on there 
wasn’t right. At the 
time I didn’t know 
who to complain to. 
It was a terrible 
experience.” 

Phillip Leitze 

Former Mid-America employee 
ONLINE 


Watch video of workers 
at www.jsonline.com/ 
watchdog. 


Experts 
say hot 
market 
unlikely 
to repeat 
in 2018 


But that doesn’t mean 
you should abandon ship 


Paul Gores Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Investment strategists looking into 
their 2018 crystal ball have this advice: 
You shouldn’t expect a repeat of 2017’s 
stellar performance, but don’t flee the 
market. 

With the Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age up more than 20% this year — near- 
ly nine years into a bull market and 
with very few recent pullbacks — 401(k) 
retirement plans and other accounts 
have seen strong gains, helping to 
boost household wealth in the United 
States. 


See MARKET, Page 18A 


401(k) accounts: Technology stocks 
taking over. 4D 


Driverless cars 
for Foxconn 
would tap into 
tech’s potential 


Plant’s size, location pose 
logistics issues for traffic 


Lee Bergquist Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Foxconn Technology Group’s plans 
for the use of driverless vehicles to 
move thousands of workers a day at its 
sprawling campus in Racine County 
highlights the growing attractiveness 
of a technology that could shape the fu- 
ture of transportation. 

The Taiwan-based company, which 
is planning to construct a $10 billion 
manufacturing plant in Mount Pleas- 
ant, has told Wisconsin officials that it 
wants roads with technological innova- 


See CARS, Page 19A 


Man gets prison for VA fraud Combining work and travel 


A man gets 21 months in prison for 
defrauding the VA of disability benefits. 3A for remote workers in foreign countries.1D 
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Volume 136 | Issue 25 
Home delivery pricing inside 
A Waukesha company arranges accommodations High 35° XÑ Low 20° Subscribe 844-900-7103 


Partly cloudy. 12B ©2017 


Sunday $3 City and suburbs 
$4 and higher elsewhere 
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(Located within four Meijer stores) 


Learn more at froedtert.com/fastcare. 


Convenient, affordable care. No appointment needed. 


Be seen quickly and affordably for care for things like the cold and flu, sore throat, and ear, sinus and 
bladder infection. FastCare providers offer you walk-in care without an appointment during day, evening, 
weekend and holiday hours for a flat fee of $65 or office co-pay for most covered plans. 


e Greenfield ° Sussex e Waukesha e West Bend 
And our newest location e McKinley Health Center (heart of downtown Milwaukee) 
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